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FOREWORD

It seems that parking always ends up

being the crux in city planning. 

”It all comes down to defining the

parking.”

The purpose of this presentation is to 

review definitions and requirements to 

facilitate practical parking solutions.



PRESENT PARKING POLICY

- No official parking standard

Equal treatment and fairness for 

builders and developers?

- Inconsistent time restrictions and 

parking fees 

- Bicycle parking availability and quality 

varies

- Parking and public transport poorly 

coordinated

- Long term plan and strategy for parking 

areas or facilities is missing



DRAWING UP A PARKING 
POLICY

- A group of city officials charted the

parking questions and defined the

aim of the parking policy

- Ramboll traffic and planning

consultants with Tapio Kinnunen 

were empolyed to draw up the

parking policy. 

- Cooperation, discussions and a 

workshop

- The Parking Policy –document is only

the starting point!



PARKING POLICY

The parking policy covers the following sections:

Current state of parking

Kotka's parking policy goals

Parking zones

Principles of car parking sizing

Principles of bicycle parking sizing

Principles for parking in public areas

Recommendations for action



GUIDELINES FOR THE NEW
PARKING POLICY

Parking policy goals for the city aim to 

achieve a wonderful living 

environment which is also stated in the 

city strategy. 

The goals are also based on the Kotka 

Sustainable Mobility program, which 

was approved in autumn 2019. The 

target year is 2030. 



GUIDELINES FOR THE NEW
PARKING POLICY

1. Kotka's parking policy primarily aims for a sustainable and 

vibrant urban structure

2. Urban space is not for long-term storage of cars

3. Reaching businesses by car is possible everywhere

4. The principles of parking are consistent and transparent 

to users

5. Parking spaces shall be implemented in the vicinity of the 

site in such a way that the distance between the site and 

the site follows the order of necessity and durability.



PARKING
ZONES

ZONE 1:

ZONE 2:

Karhula

Karhuvuori

Kotkansaari Island

City centre



EXAMPLE OF CAR PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS

ZONE 1:
Baseline scenario 
1 cp. / 110 sqm

Reliefs: 
-20% centralized, 
unnamed parking
-10% high-quality bicycle 
parking
-10% With a housing 
association min 1 shared 
car 10 cp. per residents 
available

ZONE 2:
Baseline scenario 
1 cp. / 100 sqm

Reliefs:
-20% centralized, 
unnamed parking

-10% high-quality bicycle 
parking

OTHER AREAS:
Baseline scenario
1 cp. / 75 sqm

Reliefs:
Mitigation is not used 
outside zones 1 and 2



PRINCIPLES FOR BICYCLE
PARKING

The most important principles for

implementing bicycle parking are:

- Bicycle parking is close by

- Bicycle parking is in the right place

- Bicycle parking is easy to use



EXAMPLE OF BICYCLE 
PARKING REQUIREMENTS

FUNCTION

Residential buildings

Kindergartens

Primary schools

Other educational institutions

Jobs

Sports and outdoor activities

Grocery stores under 2000 sqm

Grocery stores over 2000 sqm

Important public transport stops and stations

REQUIREMENT

1 bp. / 30 sqm

1 bp. / 90 sqm

1 bp. / 2–3 students

1 bp. / 4 students

1 bp. / 3 employees or 1bp / 50 sqm

1 bp. / 40 visitors per day

1 bp. / 40 – 50 sqm

1 bp. / 70 – 90 sqm

1 bp. / 10 travelers in the morning rush hour



PRINCIPLES FOR PARKING IN 
PUBLIC PLACES

Streets, markets, public car parks, etc. 

areas managed by the city 

Parking can be controlled by means 

permitted by the Road Traffic Act, 

Parking in public areas are divided into 

three zones: Strictest in Zone 1 and 

the least strict outside Zones 1 and 2.



PARKING IN PUBLIC AREAS IN 
ZONE 1

• Fees for parking. 

• Adequate parking spaces to people with 

reduced mobility, close to services.

• Priority for pedestrians, bicycles and public 

transport with regard to the redistribution of 

street space.

• Bicycle parking on the side of the streets.

• Adequate parking spaces for business, visits or 

tourism.

• Specific parking code for residents.

• Targeted parking surveillance.



PARKING IN PUBLIC AREAS IN 
ZONE 2

• Parking is time-limited. 

• Adequate parking spaces to people with 

reduced mobility, close to services.

• Priority for pedestrians, bicycles and 

public transport with regard to the 

redistribution of street space.

• Adequate parking spaces for business, 

visits or tourism.

• Re-directing traffic to low-use car parks.

• Cooperation with housing associations 

and commercial operators to ensure 

consistent practices



PARKING IN PUBLIC AREAS 
OUTSIDE ZONES 1 AND 2

• Uniform parking practices throughout 

the residential area.

• Parking is not restricted (parking in the 

vicinity of recreation or other facilities 

may be time-limited)

• Adequate parking spaces to people with 

reduced mobility

• Streets enable safe pedestrian and 

bicycle traffic.

• Adequate parking spaces for business, 

visits or tourism (vicinity of special 

destinations.)



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
ACTIONS

1. Parking utilization study

2. Definition of parking controls 

(specification by zone)

3. Resident parking code

4. Regional parking plans

5. Purchase of free parking spaces

6. Experiments and pilot projects



IMPLEMENTING THE
PARKING POLICY

Public discussion and political desicion

making is required.

Parking policy to be displayed publicly in 

March 2021.

After the public hearing: possible revisions

and  political consideration. 

Implementation may prove a need for 

revising the Parking Policy. 

The city and city life is ever changing. 
Planning and practices must adapt to the needs and goals of the citizens.



THANK YOU!


